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12th - 13th FEBRUARY 2015
INSTITUT DES ÉTUDES AVANCÉES DE PARIS

STENO 
and the philosophers

INSTITUT DES ÉTUDES 
AVANCÉES DE PARIS
17 quai d’Anjou / 75004 PARIS 

Attendance is free. 
For information and registration, 
please write 
. Mogens LÆRKE 
mogenslaerke@hotmail.com
. Raphaële ANDRAULT 
raphaele.andrault@ens-lyon.fr

Organization:
. Raphaële ANDRAULT 
CNRS, UMR 5037, ENS de Lyon
. Mogens LÆRKE
CNRS, UMR 5037, ENS de Lyon

Sponsors:
Institut des Études Avancées de Paris (IEA)
ANR ANTHROPOS Institut d’histoire de 
la pensée classique (IHPC, UMR 5037)
École normale supérieure de Lyon (ENS de Lyon)
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THURSDAY 12th FEBRUARY

9.30am-10am  WELCOME

SECTION I  ANATOMY AND PALEONTOLOGY 

10.00am-10.45am TROELS KARDEL / Copenhagen
    Niels Stensen’s Research on the Brain and the Muscles as an 

Examination of Descartes’s Claims.
11am-11.45am   RAPHAELE ANDRAULT / CNRS, UMR 5037, ENS de Lyon
    Observing the Human Machine. The Discourse on the Anatomy of 

the Brain.
12am-12.45am  JUSTIN E. H. SMITH / University of Paris 7
   Steno’s Paleontology: Thinking from Traces.

SECTION II  NATURAL THEOLOGY / NATURAL PHILOSOPHY

2.30pm-3.15pm  ERIC JORINK / Huygens Institute for the History of the Netherlands - Leiden University 
    Steno, Swammerdam and Spinoza.
3.30pm-4.15pm  SEBASTIAN OLDEN-JØRGENSEN / Copenhagen
   Nicholas Steno and Natural Theology.
4.30pm-5.15pm DANIEL GARBER / Princeton University
   Steno, Leibniz, and the History of the World.

FRIDAY 13th FEBRUARY

SECTION III   STENO IN ITALY

10.00am-10.45am JAKOB BEK-THOMSEN / Aarhus University
    Steno’s History of Nature: A look at the infl uence of the historia genre 

during the reign of Ferdinando II.
11am-11.45am  PINA TOTARO / ILIESI-CNR, Università di Roma Sapienza
    Niels Stensen in Italy. Science and faith between Florence and Rome.
12am-12.45am   FRANK SOBIECH / University of Würzburg
    Steno as teacher of the philosophia christiana or philosophia naturalis 

at the Tuscan court, 1675-1677.

SECTION IV  ENCOUNTERING PHILOSOPHERS

2.30pm-3.15pm  MOGENS LÆRKE / CNRS, UMR 5037, ENS de Lyon
    Métaphysique à quatre. Leibniz, Spinoza, Tschirnhaus... and Steno, 

1675-1678.
3.30pm-4.15pm  VASILIKI GRIGOROPOULOU / University of Athens
    Steno’s Critique of Descartes and Louis De La Forge’s Response.


